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what could ACCW do better.  

The evening concluded with a candle light vigil using 
the Lady of Good Counsel Prayer Service from the 
NCCW Resources followed by evening Mass with our 
spiritual director, Father Dan Knipper.     

Rosary began the next day using the NCCW Rosary 
Service on the Dignity of Women.  The Joyful 
Mysteries were a perfect start for the first weekend 
of Advent.   If you are a member of NCCW, you 
have access to all of these wonderful resources 
developed by the national spirituality commission 
on their website.

The meeting continued with everyone participating in 
one of the three breakout groups of the commissions 
of leadership, spirituality and service.  Numerous 
ideas came from these discussions which will be 
reflected in our efforts over the next two years.  Efforts 
included the leadership commission designing a new 
membership brochure, the spirituality commission 
planning a one day retreat for the fall and the service 
commission deciding to support Boxes of Joy through 
Catholic Outreach as well as reaching out to expand 
the number of young people who can receive our Lady 
of Good Counsel project medals.  Under advocacy it 
was decided to put opioid addiction as a priority for 
our advocacy efforts. 

The board voted to support the selection of one 
outstanding Catholic woman in the Archdiocese for 
the Lady of Good Counsel Award to be presented at 
the annual convention on October 12 at St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seaton at Hiawatha. 

A $1000 donation from ACCW was provided to the 
leadership of the Beauty in Christ Conference. 

 

Board members and commission (committee) 
members met together at the American Martyr 
Retreat Center at Cedar Falls the evening of 
November 31 and on December 1 to launch the new 
biennium.  Nearly half of those attending were new 
archdiocesan leaders.  

Past-President Shelia Rassman presented a portable 
speaker system to Al Weber, Director of the Retreat 
Center, on behalf of the Board of Directors of ACCW.  
Funds to pay for the system were collected from the 
board members at their meetings the past two years. 

The story of the Blessing Cup was shared with each 
participant telling why a cup or water bottle they 
brought was special for them.   

Mary Twitz, past historian shared the early history 
of the Dubuque Diocese and Alma Meyer, current 
Dubuque Province Director and member of the 
National Council of Catholic Women’s board shared 
the history of NCCW, which will be celebrating its 
100th anniversary in 2020.  
Members then discussed what ACCW does well and 

ACCW Board Retreat

Pictured above: (left to right) Shelia Rassman, guitar, Monica Foulton, flute, Joanne Pohland, vocalist, 
Anastasia Nickaus, piano, Karen Bonfig, guitar and Lynn Chapman, cantor
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Partners in 
Mission

Florine Swanson, ACCW President

In March 1920, 99 years ago, the National 
Council of Catholic Women was founded 
under the auspices of the U.S. Catholic 
bishops.

The bishops had witnessed the important work done by 
Catholic women’s organizations during World War I.  
They had the wisdom to call for the founding of NCCW to 
bring these organizations together.  This gave U.S. Catholic 
women a unified voice, a national service program and 
the ability to reach out to each other through a national 
organization.

This history is what make our organization different than 
any other Catholic organization as we work collaboratively 
with the Archbishop of Dubuque.  Recently Father Dan 
Knipper, our ACCW Spiritual Adviser, Alma Meyer, the 
Dubuque Province Director, and myself as your President, 
made our annual visit with Archbishop Jackels.  We were 
able to share with him how ACCW works to support the 
goals of the Archdiocese.  

These goals are:
1. Strengthening Programs for On-Going Education of 
the Faith:
• Co-sponsorship of the Beauty in Christ Conference 

with contributions of $7000 in the first  three years as 
well as members serving on the planning committee.

• Co-sponsors of Beauty Alive evenings of spirituality  
held every other year throughout the diocese.

• Educational speakers at the Annual Convention of 
ACCW as well as at local parish and deanery meetings.

• Retreats at the parish, deanery and archdiocesan level.
• Utilization and support of the American Martyrs 

Retreat Center

2. Enhancing the Sunday Assembly for Holy Mass
• Mass is an integral part of every ACCW board meeting 

as well as deanery meetings including special music 
and prayers.

• Spirituality resources from the NCCW are utilized not 
only at the archdiocesan level, but also at the parish 
level.

3. Teaching Stewardship as a Way of Life
• Donations of layettes locally and to areas in need 

throughout the united States.
• Donations of needed items to Domestic Abuse 

Centers.
• Financial support and items to homes for Trafficking 

victims
• Making sanitary kits for women and girls in sister 

parishes in developing countries.
• Making quilts for those in need as well as baptismal 

gifts and wedding gifts in our parishes.
• Providing support to Catholic Charities programs.
• Partnering with Catholic Outreach to donate Boxes 

of Joy for Christmas.

4. Promoting Vocations and Priesthood in Particular
• Christmas cards are sent to all seminarians and 

novices along with a spiritual bouquet and a gift of cash.
• Congratulatory notes are sent at the time of ordination 

to the transitional or permanent deaconate.
• Congratulatory notes are sent on the occasion of 

the religious anniversaries of priests and the Mother 
House for all nuns.

• Each newly ordained priest of the Archdiocese 
receives a card and a $25 gift along with the Council 
of Catholic Women’s sole of white with Jerusalem 
crosses in blue.

• Easter cards are sent to all the active permanent 
deacons in the archdiocese.

• A contribution of a $1000 is made annually to the 
Archbishop who has used the funding to support our 
seminarians.

• A reception is sponsored and served each June at the 
Priest Conclave.

• Support for the NCCW”Purse Program” helps pay off 
college debt so both men and  women can begin their 
religious vocation.  

To quote Archbishop Jackels, “ACCW is truly a Partner 
in the Mission of the church.”
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Joanne Pohland – ACCW President Elect

After the cold of winter comes the warmth of spring—
hopefully!  And with springtime, we see hope.  And there 
are many blessings of spring.  We celebrate Easter, the 
Ascension, and Pentecost.  In addition, we are blessed 
to celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel, the 
patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women, 
on April 26!

According to Catholic News 
Agency, in 1467, on April 
25 (the Feast of St. Mark), 
at the close of a festival in 
Genazzano, Italy, “a cloud 
descended upon an ancient 
5th-century deteriorated 
church, dedicated to 
Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. When the cloud 
disappeared, the festive 

crowd found a small, fragile image of the Blessed Virgin 
and Child on a thin sheet of plaster”. It is said to date to 
the time of the Apostles.  

While much of this church was destroyed in World 
War II, the image remained and can still be seen today.  
Countless miracles have been attributed to the prayerful 
intercession of Our Lady of Good Counsel.

What a beautiful patroness for the Council of Catholic 
Women.  It depicts our Lady turning to both her son 
and toward the viewer, reflecting Mary’s concern for 
both her son, Jesus, and for us, the Church.

This feast offers us an opportunity to share the beauty 
of Mary under the title of Our Lady of Good Counsel.  
It is also an opportunity to share how the National 
Council of Catholic Women acts through its members 
to support, empower and educate all Catholic women 
in spirituality, leadership and service, and how its 
programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of 
the Church and society in the modern world.

As we celebrate this feast, let us remember that Mary 
stands ready to not only intercede for us with her son 
but also can help us in our own lives as we listen to her 
words of guidance.

Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us!

Fr. Dan Knipper – ACCW Spiritual Advisor

“For by your gracious gift each year your faithful await 
the sacred paschal feasts with the joy of minds made 
pure, so that, more eagerly intent on prayer and the 
works of charity, and participating in the mysteries by 
which they have been reborn, they may be led to the 
fullness of grace that you bestow on your sons and 
daughters.” (from Preface I of Lent)
 
This is a very appropriate prayer to meditate on as 
we enter this 2019 season of Lent. It describes for us 
what Lent should be about and gives us a reason for 
this season, namely that we are able to truly enter the 
paschal feasts at the end of Lent with joy because our 
minds have been made pure.
 
This Preface tells us that our minds are made pure 
during the season of Lent in three ways and some 
practical suggestions:
1. “Being more eagerly intent on prayer.” (Praying as a 

family in the home & going to Mass as a family one 
more time during the week)

2. “Being more eagerly intent on works of charity”. 
(giving to special collections e.g. Rice Bowl)  

3. “Being more eagerly intent on participating in 
the mysteries by which they have been reborn.” 
(Confession)

Then after all this eagerness and intensity, “With joy we 
come to celebrate the Paschal Mysteries” culminating 
with Easter Sunday.

As sons and daughters of the Lord may you have a 
Blessed and Joyful Lent and Easter!

ACCW CONTRIUTION REMINDER

Traditionally the Sunday nearest the the Feast of 
Our Lady of Good Council is considered Contribution 
Sunday. This year that is April 28 Divine Mercy 
Sunday. Many parishes collect their annual ACCW 
membership dues in various ways during this 
quarter.

History of OLGC Spiritual Advisor
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Mary Pedersen, Spirituality Committee

Beauty in Christ!
It’s All About Evangelization!

With a high temperature of 8 degrees, Saturday, 
January 26, was a “perfect” day to spend inside the 
beautiful Doubletree by Hilton Hotel and Convention 
Center in Cedar Rapids, with over 600 warm-hearted 
friends! Men volunteers, sporting white shirts, greeted 
women from all around the Archdiocese of Dubuque. 
The day included prayer, music, national speakers, 
delicious food, and great vendors, with some offering 
free—yes—free “samples” of delicious chocolate 
covered caramels! With all the candy, flowers, fun, 
laughter, and friendship, we could easily forget the 
Archdiocesan Women’s Conference, Beauty in Christ, is 
all about evangelization. The Archdiocese of Dubuque 
partnered with ACCW for the third year in a row to 
create an extraordinary day to inspire, strengthen, and 
equip women to pass on our beautiful faith in their 
homes and beyond. 

Archbishop Michael Jackels celebrated Mass at the 
conference and spoke in his homily of the importance 
of passing on the faith—especially women—
grandmothers, mothers, and spiritual mothers to their 
children, grandchildren, neighbors, etc.  Reflecting 
on St. Paul’s letter to Timothy, which recounts 
Timothy receiving his faith through the witness of his 
grandmother Lois and mother Eunice, Archbishop 
Jackels, reminded us, “It was one person who passed 
the faith on to another.” The Archbishop challenged 
each woman at the conference to be the ONE: “Who 
will recall you as the ONE who passed on the faith?” 

This year’s theme, “perfect” isn’t perfect, spoke to 
women of all ages as our society pressures women from 
young to old into believing they are not good enough. 
The truth is, none of us is perfect, and as our hot pink 
t-shirts proclaimed, we are perfect “only in Him.” As 
one woman who attended commented, “I know that I 
am not perfect and the day reminded me that it is OK 
to just be me. No need to impress anyone.” Unless we 
know we are accepted, and good enough in Christ, we 
won’t be able to pass on the Good News!

Speaker Kate Wicker spoke about the struggle of striving 
for perfectionism in her own life through her talk, 
“Perfect Schmerfect: Why Perfect is Overrated and How 
We Can Surrender to God’s Design for Us.” With a busy 
life and five active children, she had plenty of stories to 
make us laugh and cry as we find joy in the messiness of 
our own lives. “At the end of the day, God is never going 
to help you become someone else. He wants you to be 
YOU. He doesn’t want you to use other women as your 
benchmark. Scratch beneath their Instagram surface, 
and there’s humanity there. In this sense, the Cross is 
a great equalizer. Jesus died for the very ones we judge, 
compete with, or covet.”
Donna-Marie Cooper O’Boyle shared stories of her time 
of being with Mother Teresa and lessons learned from 
the saints on “How to be Beautiful for God.” She focused 
on St. Faustina and St. Catherine Laboure as saints we 
can emulate to become holy and take Jesus’ mercy and 
love into the world.

The more deeply we know ourselves as beautiful in 
Christ—releasing the need to be perfect according to the 
world’s standards—the more we can fulfill our mission 
of taking Jesus Christ into the world. We will never be 
perfect, but we are chosen! We have a mission to be the 
ONE for another!

At the conclusion of the conference, the date, theme, and 
confirmed speaker were revealed for next year’s Beauty 
in Christ. Look for the announcement of the second 
speaker coming soon! So, mark your calendar now for 
Saturday, January 25, 2020, Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 
& Convention Complex in Cedar Rapids. You won’t want 
to miss this fantastic day with Hallie Lord, speaking to 
Fearless! Faithful! On Fire! It’s all about evangelization!

*The Archdiocesan Women’s Conference thanks ACCW 
for its substantial financial and volunteer support. In 
addition, we thank the Sisters of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and Theisen’s: Home. Farm. Auto 
for their generous monetary gifts, allowing us to offer 
the day at a reasonable rate, with financial assistance 
when needed.
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Sheila Rassman – Immediate past president

Love and Joy are fruits of the Holy Spirit. Are we 
inspired by the Holy Spirit in what we say? Are we 
witnesses of Christ’s presence for others by what we 
do? Let us be the sign of love and joy to those we 
meet with a genuine willing heart to imitate God‘s 
unconditional love in our relationship with others. 
As we continue with our journey of 86 years as a 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic women, let us 
inspire others and be the witnesses of His love and 
love one another.

Your joyful participation and support of the initiatives 
of the Council is what will encourage all of us to 
move forward to show our bond, commitment and 
strength in sisterhood built on our faith as Catholic 
Women. Let‘s use our hands in joyful service and 
hearts to love. Wishing all of you a Happy Easter and 
may our Risen Lord, give us the spirit to respond to 
God‘s call with our actions.

Blessing.

Let your roots grow in Him, and let your lives be built 
on Him. - Colossians 2:7

Inspired by the Spirit Parliamentarian
Rozena McVey - Dubuque ACCW Parliamentarian

I hope you are spending time enjoying this winter/
spring weather from your favorite chair as I have 
been.  My morning Rosary was spent looking at the 
birds hunting for food.  I couldn’t always reach the 
feeders due to huge snow bank so I just threw the 
seed across the snow bank and they found it easily.  
One of my morning thoughts during the harsh cold 
was a reminder that we are still at the mercy of the 
elements.  It was a forceful reminder of the Lord’s 
power and that some things are beyond our control 
and decision making.  This winter has been brutal, 
but we must always thank the Lord for the blessings 
we have…a warm home, food, friends and our faith.  

Questions that sometimes come up regarding our 
ACCW.

Where do I place my name tag? Name tags are worn 
on the right side of the garment, making it easily read 
when shaking hands while greeting someone.

How about my ACCW pin?  The official pin is to be 
displayed on the left side of the garment, and only the 
highest or current position pin should be worn.  If 
serving in various capacities concurrently, wear the 
appropriate pin at various meetings.

Pins of other organizations should not be worn while 
wearing the ACCW pin.  

What is the order of precedence at a meeting?  It is 
God before country (pledge) before organization 
(ACCW).  The Pledge of Allegiance is not recited if 
no flag is present.

Remember that protocol is basic courtesy.  While 
special rules have been established for proper conduct 
in handling certain situations, where there is no 
specific rule, you will always do well to use common 
courtesy.

(Taken from “the National Council of Catholic 
Women” Protocol Points.)

Joy of the Lord is my strength.

Early Bird Registration will be online March 1, 2019 
and the amount has remained at $300 until June 1, 
2019. Register early! The price will be $350 until 
registration cut off on July 29, 2019—the same cut 
off as the registration for your hotel rooms. 

For more details about registering for the NCCW 
Convention go to web site. Sunday. Many parishes 
collect their annual ACCW membership dues in 
various ways during this quarter.
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Service Commission
Alma Meyer – Province Director

Leadership Commission involves NCCW/ACCW 
organization resources for function, training, 
mentoring, communication, membership promotion, 
and history appreciation.

These resources come from attending quarterly 
meetings, retreats, and women’s conferences. It is 
especially useful to attend the ACCW convention in 
October viewing displays and receiving a valuable 
tool, the annual convention booklet. The booklet 
contains a wealth of year-long information, directory 
of the Archdiocesan Board, Deanery and Commission 
reports, calendar of upcoming events, detailed 
information about Council programs & projects. 
Other tools are NCCW brochures and the newly 
revised NCCW Guidance & Resource manual/$30, 
and other branded items for purchase from the NCCW 
Store, and many free downloadable material from the 
website, www.nccw.org. Also periodically check our 
Archdiocesan website.

The quarterly Dubuque ACCW Link newsletter 
is available for additional $5/yr. subscription. The 
quarterly NCCW CATHOLIC WOMAN magazine 
subscription and electronic monthly CONNECT 
newsletter are among the benefits from a $50 individual 
annual NCCW membership or from $100/yr.  NCCW 
organization (parish, Catholic women’s group, deanery) 
AFFILIATION. Now, is the best time of the year to 
collect individual $5 ACCW memberships in parishes. 
Parish contribution weekend in our Archdiocese is 
always the weekend nearest the feast of our Council 
patron, Our Lady of Good Counsel, April 26.  This year 
that weekend, is Divine Mercy Sunday, the weekend 
following Easter.  Submit the women’s names and $5 
per member shortly thereafter to ACCW Treasurer, 
Mary Esther Pullin. These dues can be sent in anytime 
but preferably before the fall convention to ascertain 
who can vote on convention matters. Winter is a 
good time to review and update your bylaws. March 
is Women’s History month and is also a good time to 
review the contributions and accomplishments of your 
organization.

Sue Martinek – Service Commission Chair 

“The Unplanned movie about Abby Johnson’s 
conversion from Planned Parenthood manager to Pro-
Life spokesperson will be released on March 29.  A free 
showing will be in Cedar Rapids on March 28. For free 
tickets or more information please contact Pat at  se_
me@live.com    or call 319-721-9730.

The Spring 40 Days for Life in Cedar Rapids begins on 
March 6. New to the National leadership team is Sue 
Thayer, an Iowan who also was a Planned Parenthood 
manager. She was converted and actually went on to 
lead a 40 Days for Life prayer campaign to the same 
site that she worked at and later closed. God is Good! 
Sue will join us in Cedar Rapids on March 18. For more 
information on that contact Pat at   se_me@live.com or 
call 319-721-9730
The All Saints sewing group met on February 2. 327 
backpacks were strung. A total of 2,941 have been 
completed from their goal of 4,000! Yah! Almost 3/4 
done!
A newer project we will also focus on now is the girls 
hygiene kits. Can you imagine not being able to go to 
your local store and buy pads or tampons to use each 
month? Plenty women are unable to do just that. Here is 
an opportunity to help out in that area. There currently 
are groups doing them and ways you can help are by 
actually sewing the items (instructions can be obtained), 
by donating towards materials needed or to support us 
in prayer. For more information please contact Sue at 
319-270-0054 or susjmar@aol.com
A special Feast of the Annunciation Mass will be held 
on March 25 at St. Wenceslaus Church in Cedar Rapids. 
The celebrant will be Fr. Chris Podhajsky. For more 
information go to coalitionforlife@gmail.com or call 
319-270-0054
Catholic Evangelization Outreach continues to have 
inspiring local speakers every month. Past talks are 
available at CRCEO.INFO What a great opportunity we 
have to be spiritually charged each month at no cost. 

*Girls hygiene kits are pictured below.

Leadership Commission
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DEANERY DOINGS
Cedar Rapids Deanery 
Information provided by Sue Martinek

The Unplanned movie about Abby Johnson’s 
conversion from Planned Parenthood manager to 
Pro-Life spokesperson will be released on March 
29.  A free showing will be in Cedar Rapids on 
March 28. For free tickets or more information 
please contact  Pat at   se_me@live.com    or call 
319-721-9730.

The Spring 40 Days for Life in Cedar Rapids begin 
on March 6. New to the National leadership team 
is Sue Thayer, an Iowan who also was a Planned 
Parenthood manager who was converted that 
actually went on to lead a 40 Days for Life prayer 
campaign to the same site that she worked at 
and later closed. God is Good! Sue will join us in 
Cedar Rapids on March 18. For more information 
on that contact Pat at    se_me@live.com or call 
319-721-9730

A special Feast of the Annunciation Mass will 
be help on March 25 at St. Wenceslaus Church 
in Cedar Rapids. The celebrant will be Fr. 
Chris Podhajsky. For more information go to 
coalitionforlife@gmail.com or call 319-270-0054

Catholic Evangelization Outreach continues to 
have inspiring local speakers every month. Past 
talks are available at CRCEO.INFO. What a great 
opportunity we have to be spiritually charged each 
month at no cost.

 
Marshalltown Deanery 
Monica Fulton, President

Ladies from the Marshalltown Deanery took the 
opportunity to grow in Spirituality by attending 
the Beauty in Christ conference in Cedar Rapids 
on January 26. The Executive committee winter 
meeting was held at the Marshalltown Public 
Library on February 28. The treasurer’s books 
were audited and plans were made for the 2019 
year.  The ladies offered prayer for the repose of 
the soul of Gloria Cain co-president of St. Cecilia 
in Ames who died on January 16.

Decorah Deanery 
Teri Rosendahl, President 

Teri Rosendahl, Dianne Bremseth, and Sheila Rassman 
attended the grandparenting, Leaving a Legacy of Faith,  
workshop this past summer in Waverly. For more 
information refer to your Fall 2018 issue of The Link.

The Decorah Deanery tried something new for their 
January meeting.  We had a large group meeting of 
grandparents and then had a deanery meeting after 
the presenters spoke. Ask permission from your priest 
before you start planning something like this so you get 
his support.  Fr. Aaron not only supported the event but 
gave us helpful information at our meeting, along with 

Mary Pedersen as the 
keynote speaker and 
Patty Mowatt as Bible 
Study coordinator. 
The meeting 
featured prayer at the 
beginning and end. 
All ladies were then 
asked to join us in the 
small meeting while 

attendees ate lunch and looked over tables of information. 
Mary and Melvin Rausch spoke at their table about The 
Catholic Order of Foresters, Sheila Rassman had info 
on human trafficking and CCW pamphlets, Phyllis 
Einwalter spoke about 
the 7 Sisters Apostolate, 
Patty Mowatt had 
children’s books, 
and adult Catholic 
literature along with 
scapulars and rosaries. 
Magnificat sent free 
kid’s pamphlets for 
Sunday Mass. The 
afternoon was fun and 
educational.  Thanks 
to the ladies of St. John 
of Fort Atkinsons for 
hosting and serving  
the lunch. The Catholic 
Daughters also helped 
with bringing guests and goodies! 

The Decorah Deanery meeting that day also discussed 
having a speaker who will inform us of what we can do to 
support the victims of trafficking. The April meeting in 
Protivin will be organized by Sheila Rassman and we 
will hopefully provide info to parishes as to what 
we can do. God Bless. 
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The LINK Subscription Form

The LINK is the official publication of the Dubuque Archdioce-
san Council of Catholic Women and is published four times a 
year. The annual subscription fee is $5.00. 

To subscribe or renew, fill out the form below and 
send with a $5.00 check, made payable to ACCW to 
Mary Esther Pullin, 2185 W. Shaulis Rd., Waterloo, IA 
50701. 

Name_______________________________________

Address______________________________________
 
City, State, ZIP_________________________________

Phone_______________________________________

E-mail_______________________________________

New_______ Renewal_______

The Link - Notices and Requests 
Submission Deadline: Please submit all items for the Summer publication by May 5th to: Florine Swanson at 
florineswanson@gmail.com.

April 2019 – TBD Executive Committee meeting – Zoom Call
April 28, 2019 Our Lady of Good Counsel Sunday
May 4, 2019 Board Meeting at American Martyrs Retreat Center
May 5, 2019 Deadline for The Link
June, 2019 – TBD Executive Committee – Zoom Call
July 10, 2019 Board Meeting at American Martyrs Retreat Center
August 5, 2019 Deadline for The Link
August 21-24, 2019 NCCW Convention at Atlanta, Georgia
August 31, 2019 Deadline for reports for Convention book
September TBD, 2019 Executive Committee – Zoom Call
September 16, 2019 Beauty Alive – St. Patrick, Clear Lake
September 17, 2019 Beauty Alive – St. Mark, Iowa Falls
September 23, 2019 Beauty Alive – St. Henry, Marshalltown
September 24, 2019 Beauty Alive – St. Pius, Cedar Rapids
September 26, 2019 Beauty Alive – St. Benedict, Decorah
September 30, 2019 Beauty Alive – St. Athanasisus, Jesup
October 3, 2019 Beauty Alive – St. John the Baptist, Peosta
October 12, 2019 ACCW Convention at Elizabeth Ann Seton, Hiawatha
October 26, 2019 Fearless, Faithful, Feminine Retreat – St. Mary, Waverly
November 5, 2019 Deadline for The Link
November 23, 2019 Board Meeting at American Martyrs Retreat Center
January 25, 2020 Beauty in Christ Women’s Conference at Cedar Rapids
February 5, 2020 Deadline for The Link
February 2020 – TBD Board Meeting by Conference Call
April 26, 2020 Our Lady of Good Council Sunday
April TBD, 2020 Executive Committee Zoom Call
May 2, 2020 Board Meeting at American Martyrs Retreat Center
May 5, 2020 Deadline for The Link
June TBD, 2020 Executive Committee Zoom Call
July __ 2020 Board Meeting at American Martyrs Retreat Center
August 5, 2020 Deadline for The Link
August 31, 2000 Deadline for reports for Convention Book
August 26-29, 2020 NCCW Convention at Alexander/Crystal City, Virginia
October TBD, 2020 Executive Committee – Zoom Call
October 17 or 24, 2020 ACCW Convention at ________________

ACCW C alendar 2019-2020American Heritage Group at
St. Joseph Parish in Marion 

Receives Youth Religious Awards

Picture left to right Marlowe Ginther, Pastor Father David O’Connor, Abby Anderson 
and Everlee Anderson.

Three youth from St. Joseph Parish in Marion completed 
their work and received youth awards after Mass on Sunday, 
February 3. Everlee Anderson 2nd grade received the Family 
of God Medal. Abbey Anderson and Marlowe Ginther 4th 
graders received the I Live My Faith Medals. Barb Sauser, 
ACCW Awards Committee chair attended Mass and 
ceremony representing Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of 
Catholic Women. 
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NCCW May Deadlines 

Alma Meyer - Province Director  

Honor special women with Masses at the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception for Mother’s Day, submit $20 per name 
to NCCW.

“*WIN*with NCCW” new membership campaign ends in May 
for drawing to win Atlanta Convention lodging for five days & 
registration fees for signing up new NCCW members, (2) second 
place prizes of  $100 gift card for NCCW Store merchandise. You 
are eligible for the convention drawing every time you enroll a 
new member, both of you will be entered in the drawing. If you 
route the new membership through Alma Meyer, Dubuque 
Province Director, she will give every participant an NCCW pin. 
Watch for the deadline in the May eConnect newsletter.

The Our Lady of Good Counsel Award honors an exceptional 
member of NCCW who exemplifies what is best about the 
National Council of Catholic Women. Everything needed for 
applying can be found on the NCCW website. Be certain to 
follow all instructions. The nomination packet will be accepted in 
the NCCW Office from March 11-April 22 only.
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The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Empowers, Educates, and Supports all Catholic 
Women in Spirituality, Leadership, and Service.

The Link is the official publication of the ACCW 
and is available to affiliates and individual 
members. 

For more information we invite you to visit  
www.DbqArch.org/ACCW
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The NCCW Board voted to pursue development of a 
5-Year Strategic Plan at our January 2019 Board meeting. 
A strategic plan will help us to focus our efforts, but in 
order for it to be useful, it is necessary and most desirable 
that we begin with getting input from the membership 
of the NCCW. The following five questions will help us 
in the initial phase of development. Please submit your 
return to the NCCW Office by April 1, 2019 using the 
email nccw01@nccw.org or through the US Mail at:  

National Council of Catholic Women 
Strategic Planning 
200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 725 
Arlington, VA 22203  

As you respond to the following questions, please note 
that brief (one – three word) answers are the most use-ful. 

QUESTION ONE: What do you feel will be the greatest 
challenge that NCCW will have in the next 5 years? 

QUESTION TWO: What do you feel will be the greatest 
opportunity that NCCW will have in the next 5 years? 

QUESTION THREE: What do you feel the NCCW is 
doing well, at present? 

QUESTION FOUR: What do you feel the NCCW 
should concentrate on in the next five years? 

QUESTION FIVE: What do you feel the NCCW should 
look like in the next five years? 

Thank you for your valuable gifts of time and thoughtful 
answers.

Five-Year Strategic Plan Strategic Planning Questionnaire - Alma Meyer, Province Director


